Association between clinical chorioamnionitis and histological funisitis at term.
To predict the presence of histological funisitis at term, we examined the symptoms of clinical chorioamnionitis in 251 cases of maternal fever of 38 degrees or higher during labor at term. The examined symptoms in this study were clinical maternal findings (uterine fundal tenderness, maternal tachycardia, purulent or foul amniotic fluid or cervical discharge, and maternal white blood cell count) and fetal tachycardia. In these cases, microscopic histopathological analysis of the placenta was performed after delivery. The positive predictive value for histological funisitis in cases of maternal fever of 38 degrees or higher was only 15.5%. In cases of maternal fever with uterine fundal tenderness and purulent or foul amniotic fluid or cervical discharge at term, the positive predictive value for histological chorioamnionitis was 100%. Therefore, uterine fundal tenderness and amniotic fluid or cervical discharge with a foul odor are important symptoms to predict the presence of funisitis in cases of maternal fever of 38 degrees or higher.